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MAKEOVER: The owners of the Grand ar

e the Salim Group, which has operated it for more than a decade. Picture: File image

‘Just too many issues’

BRENDAN CRABB

A PLANNED major makeo-
ver of Kiama’s historic Grand
Hotel has been refused by
Kiama council.

On Tuesday, Kiama coun-
cillors endorsed council
staff’s decision to refuse the
development application.

A DA was submitted last
year for the proposal, which
has an estimated cost of
$7,558,000.

The proposal involves the
demolition of the existing

guest house building and
also the construction of a
four-storey building contain-
ing guest accommodation
and two levels of basement
parking at 31 Bong Bong
Street, as well as additions
and refurbishment of the ex-
isting Grand Hotel, including
the addition of a fourth sto-
rey at 49 Manning Street.
According to council’s
report, reasons for refusal in-
cluded the proposal breach-
ing height limit; negatively
affecting and not conserving
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the heritage significance of
the Grand; and not providing
sufficient car parking spaces.
Kiama Mayor Mark Hon-
ey said “there were just too
many issues” regarding the
proposal, but “council’s en-
thusiastic about that site be-
ing redeveloped, but within
the parameters that are laid
down by the law”.
Meanwhile, proceedings
have begun in the NSW Land
and Environment Court.
“Council requested fur-
ther information from the

WEATHER

applicant on January 17,
2017 as the submitted plans
presented several areas of
non-compliance,’ coun-
cil's report said. “Council
requested that the above
matters be addressed with-
in 21 days. On February 7,
2017 the applicant contacted
council requesting an exten-
sion of two weeks to provide
the requested information.
“Council granted this ex-
tension of time. Following
this correspondence, council
officers made numerous at-

tempts to contact the appli-
cant seeking an update on
the requested information.

“On March 15 council was
notified that the applicant
had assumed that the DA
had been refused and in
accordance with... the En-
vironmental Planning and
Assessment Regulation 2000
commenced proceedings in
the NSW Land and Environ-
ment Court.”

The owners of the Grand,
the Salim Group, were con-
tacted for comment.
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Healthe
Care
acquires
hospitals

HEALTHE Care Australia has
completed the acquisition of
Evolution Healthcare’s three
Mlawarra hospitals in a deal
valued at $53 million.

The acquisition of Shell-
harbour Private Hospital,
South Coast Private and
Wollongong Day Surgery
boosts Australia’s third larg-
est corporate private hospital
operator’s national portfolio
to 2,200 beds across 21 pri-
vate hospitals.

Shellharbour Private Hos-
pital is a 60 bed medical, sur-
gical, paediatric and rehabil-
itation hospital, South Coast
Private is a 90 bed mental
health hospital and Wollon-
gong Day Surgery services
the South Coast.

CEO Steve Atkins said
Healthe Care was committed
to further investment into
private health services in the
lllawarra. “With Shellhar-
bour Private Hospital, South
Coast Private and Wollon-
gong Day Surgery partner-
ing under Healthe Care’s
ownership, we are focused
on ensuring each of these
facilities continue to deliver
high quality health care. We
look forward to working with
local management, staff,
doctors and external part-
ners..currently involved with
these three sites”.
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\iareug (VI A 2 DAY GOLD PASS

WINGS OVER ILLAWARRA EXPERIENCE

Over 2 big days, Saturday May 6 and
Sunday May 7, the best annual airshow in
NSW is back in the lllawarra and we have

5 double Gold Pass experiences to be
won to check out all the action across

the weekend!

Each day next week, from Monday April 24
to Friday April 28, there will be a Wings over i
llawarra code word featured in the :

lllawarra Mercury.

Each Gold Pass winner will receive the following:
* Reserved parking close to gates
e A distinctive event Gold Pass ID
* Wings Over lllawarra Cap

e Wings Over lllawarra Official Souvenir Program
* Reserved seating in the viewing grandstand

restricted to Gold Pass holders

e Access to exclusive food and beverage vendors

¢ Free admission to inspect the HARS aircraft open
for inspection

Plus an opportunity to rub shoulders with some of the

stars of the show including Australia’s favourite pilot

Matt Hall

Go online at illawarramercury.com.au/competitions and enter the daily code word for your chance to
WIN 1 of 5 Gold double passes to see Wings Over lllawarra.

Full terms and conditions for the competition can be found at illawarramercury.com.au/competitions. Authorised under NSW Permit Number LTPM/16/01165
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